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Correspondence from Germany 

--- 

Schleife, 23 August 1903 

   Dear Editor! Where are the 

correspondents from Schleife? Did they 

plop into the sea, or are they at Rabs Creek 

with Hermann Schneider. Hopefully, we 

will hear from them in one of your next 

issues, while I receive two issues of your 

paper per week but you don’t seem to get 

my letters. 

  Harvest time is over and the farmers 

now have their hands full of work because 

the barns are too small for the needed 

threshing. The weather has been very 

good, enough sunshine, no heat with 

temperatures over 30 degrees. The next job 

will be the cut for hay and the planting of 

potatoes, which is one of the best German 

products and, since corn is not grown here, 

they are fed to the pigs, as is told by the 

Potato Song:  

 How beneficial they are for us  

 To fatten the livestock 

 There are many kinds here and there 

 The good ones are the best. 

  Today Is Sprewitz’s Mission Festival 

and our pastor, along with a number of 

community members, has gone to 

participate. 

  Schleife is full of activity today 

because the local sports club is celebrating 

its 3rd anniversary with a large 

competition to which other clubs are 

invited. The Warrior-Club from Schleife, 

consisting of 160 to 170 members, is 

assembling today. 

  The shooters club from Trebendorf will 

have this year’s club shooting competition 

next Sunday. 

  The shooters club from Weisswasser 

had its King’s shooting competition of the 

year last week, on the 16th, 17th and 18th, 

the firing range was relocated to the road 

towards Nochten, behind the hill near the 

Old-Pond and is electrically illuminated 

out of Weisswasser and, I notice that  

   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weisswasser and Hermannsdorf have 

combined to become a city with about 

11,000 inhabitants with an evangelical and 

catholic church and numerous factories. 

Many former farmers have become rich 

men, as the Prussian morgen of land now 

costs upwards of 3000 marks or 150 

dollars, in places.  

Rye is very rich in grains this year and 100 

pounds of straw costs only 1.4 M. and up 

to 150 M. or 39 cents as opposed to 3 M. 

or 70 cents last year. Uncle Sam takes care 

of clothes and wheat flower; and even if 

the bollworm has damaged the cotton 

plants somewhat, the cotton is still 

inexpensive and plentiful in Germany. 

  What is it with Buscha in Warda, as we 

do not hear from him, or is he not a 

subscriber of the Volksblatt? From a report 

we have learned that Mr. Mathew 

Schurmann is staying in Germany but no 

part of him has been seen in our area. 

  With greetings to the friendly readers 

of the Volksblatt 

 Johann Hantschko known as Schuschk 

       Owner in Schleife  

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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